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Abstract 
Language is the most common system of communication.  It allows people to 
talk, teach other and to write their thoughts and ideas, it came from Latin word 
“lingua” meaning tongue, and where there is human society there is language.  
Language is not everything in education but without language everything is not 
in education says Ekkehord Wolf.  This paper will examine the study and 
understanding of the use of language the art of inculcating the language and 
the problem militating against the effective learning of language and the 
prospects. 

 
Language is as old as creation itself and has been defined by many authors and scholars.  
Sapire (1970) defines it as a human technique of communicating and transmitting ideas 
and desires by means of voluntarily produced and accepted symbols.  This implies that a 
group of people determine their own form of communication which must be accepted to 
every member of that group and the symbols of communication could be spoken or 
written.  Azikiwe (1998) puts that language has a relationship between words and 
experience, which could be produced by experience or knowledge from what is being 
said or knowledge from experience. 
 According to Anukam (1999) language is a systematic means of communicating 
ideas or feelings by use of conventionalized signs, sound, gestures or marks having 
understood meanings.  Generally, language is a medium of communication.  It is quality 
of man that distinguishes him from other animals it grows in use and dies in disuse if 
people who speak it go into extinction.  Language is of great significant in man’s life.  It 
is an importance aspect in psychological and socio-cultural development of any nation.  
It is a crucial element in the implementation of education systems of any country. 
 As a vehicle for learning, all forms of learning involve imparting knowledge, the 
transfer of values and attitudes and acquisition of skills and competencies have their 
process through language.  According to Umo (2001) it is through language that we are 
able to learn from prominent people like Shakespeare, Isaac Newton etc.  It brings about 
national and international unity.  Language is a pivotal role for all forms of learning.  So 
for learning to take place, there must be a language. 
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Relationship Between Applied Linguistics and Language Education 
 Anukam (1999:23) succinctly states language education as the study of science 
of language which includes a study of the nature and importance of language as a 
vehicle for communication.  It also involves the study and understanding of the use of 
language, the art of inculcating the language and the problems militating against the 
effective learning of language.  Language educating is imbedded in the applied 
linguistic, which is seen as an autonomous problems-solving discipline, concerned 
broadly with language education and language problems in society, (MC Donough 
2002:11).  Language education as a discipline has different names to differentiate 
people.  Some call it education linguistic.  Here it is applied linguistics. 
 Language education as a discipline is aimed at teaching language to speakers of 
other language in variety of context, like within that language speaking community, 
outside such a community.  For a long term residents and such a community like 
different ethnic groups, for a fixed term resident like visiting learning, guest workers, 
students of other subjects etc. Donough (2002:13) usefully presents the different areas 
conversed by applied linguistics/language education.  Development in training and 
supervisor methods, development training structures materials development and 
evaluation.  Teaching method and techniques – the concept of method and methodology, 
approach, procedures, etc, “Research on second language/foreign language use and 
users: how do we learn other languages whether naturally, self taught, through 
immersion or instructed in the classroom.  First language (L1). The language of school, 
the development of primary literacy and oracy language awareness. 
 Description of langue itself, in general as grammar and dictionaries and the 
specific description of the way language works in the situation facing the learner, 
discourse and garner analysis, pragmatics education evaluation policy based on language 
in question: language education policy-language planning in multilingual societies, 
language and culture, cultural hindrances in understanding, cultural barriers to 
intercultural understanding, language in multilingual settings.  The major learns that 
usually are: language acquisitions and language learning behavorists and mentalists 
theories. 
 
Langue Acquisition 
 Language Acquisition is term used in applied linguistics or language education 
for the way a child come to use his natural language without teaching it is a concept, 
which helps us to explain the primary ways in which human being develop the ability to 
use their mother tongue (L1) or native language.  It is a gradual development of ability in 
a language by using it naturally for communication.  The view of language acquisition 
extends the concept beyond the child to adults who learn foreign language or second 
language in a natural way. 
 
Behaviorist Theory or Extreme Environment 
 This theory assumes that the child is dependents on the environment.  It begins 
with the assumption that children are born as clean states and they live in the 
environment of birth and draw from linguistic stimulus in that environment and 
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condition themselves to that stimulus.  For the behaviorist, language is simply a 
behavior, which is dependent on a process of habit formation involving the following 
processes: 
1. Imitation: In which the child tries to imitate the sound of the language around 

him. 
2. Reinforcement Process: In which the adults around the child provides different 

kind of reinforcement by either repeating the sound or utterance. 
3. Repetition Process: Here, the child constantly repeats the sounds, words, or 

phrases so that they can be a matter of habit carefully imprinted in the mind. 
4. Conditioning Process: Here, the child constantly rehearses the sounds, words 

or phrases.  The language behaviors take up the shape of linguistic environment. 
 
Mentalist/Nativist/Innateness 

According to this view the child comes into the world with every specific innate 
knowledge of the nature of language and the world.  Language is acquired as a result of 
the presence of their naturally end owed capacity to acquire a language as a normal 
physiological process.  These innately determined devices are what clack (1979) called 
language acquisition device (LAD), the LAD mechanism in a child gives him an 
automatic capacity to acquire the learning. 
 
Language Learning 
 Education has been defined by many scholars as a condition and ending process 
from birth.  Language education has been defined as a discipline has to do with study of 
the basic principles, theories and practices that underlie language teaching and learning.  
In language education, one is involved in the use of psychological principles and the 
theories to reconstruct.  Language teaching and learning.  Rodgers (1986) defined 
language learning as a setting subject matter is selected and graded, and activities are 
organized to promote use of the language.  The rules of the language are also 
internalized through the process of lashing in the instruction setting.  These view which 
Rodger (1986) put in place in language learning. 
 
(a) Structural View 
 In this view, language is seen as structurally related element for the coding of 
meaning.  The target of language learning is to the mastery of element of the system 
which are generally defined in terms of phonological units, grammatical units and 
lexical. 
 
(b) International View 
 Language learning is seen as a vehicle for the realization of interpersonal 
relation for the performance of social transactions between individuals.   Language 
learning is a tool for the creation and maintenance of social relation. 
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(c) Functional View 
 Language learning is, viewed as a vehicle for expression of functional meaning.  
It emphases the semantic and communicative dimension of language learning.  The 
questions that are still posed before us are: what does language teaching involve? What 
does a language Teachers do in a language class?  In trying to response to the above 
question, Williams (1990:23) gives answer to it by starting that language teaching 
syllabus embraces content and activities which refers to certain objectives and identified 
in terms of development linguistic competence and communication competence: 
processes are identified in terms of language learning or acquisition.  Development other 
words, language teaching entails development both linguistic and communication 
competence and the process that is involved in achieving the two competencies s other 
through learning or acquisition. 
 
Language Teaching Syllabus 
 
  Objectives  Process   Activity 
  Linguistic and   learning or  communication 
  Communication  acquisition      non-communication 
  Competence 
 
 Azikiwe (1998) states as it concerns the center that the integration of these 
elements center form and use of language has acquired proficiency in the language.  The 
usefulness of instructional aides gives credit to language learning and other discipline. 
 
Problems Facing Language Education in Nigeria 
 First and fore most, the government did not see the implementation of language 
education as contained in the national policy on education, for instance, in Lagos state, 
pre-primary education is mostly handled by the private sets most of them see the 
language of immediate community as inferior so it is not included in their curriculum.  
They prefer to promote foreign language in other to catch the altercative of the populace.  
They boast that the schools are government approved.  If their claim of the school being 
government approve without following what the national policy on education says, it 
true if mean that the government is the one working against the policy which she has 
formulated. 
 
Inadequate Founding 
 Inadequate Founding: as another problems facing language education in 
educational system in this country, language education demands that whatsoever it 
requires to ensure its goal actualized must be done without produced and that it shall be 
given major emphases in all educational planning and development (NPE 2004).  The 
commitment to give priority attention as emphasis in laudable but government effort in 
that direction is not yet yielding anticipated result.  Under founding has is contributed to 
the decline language education.  Necessary infrastructure, research facilities teaching 
aids and other trolls are not on line with the rising population of students.  The way in 
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which education is financed largely determine who will be educated.  At primary school 
level where the language of the immediate environment is supposed to be the language 
of instruction, it is not so both at private and public primary schools, the blame is still 
emanate from government and so on. 
 The government promise on paper to develop the orthography for the chosen 
three major languages (Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba) and produce textbooks on them, but 
government not been able to carry out this issuance of the policy in 1981. 
 In recent time, attention has been shifted to computer education, thereby 
realizing the number of people who are interested in pursuing Nigeria language to 
computer, thus creating lack language teachers in Nigeria schools and its hardly you can 
see people go for language education in our society today. 
 
 Falling Standards of Education: Is at all level and this is due to a combination 
of factors incidentally the most obvious reason for this belief is the performance of 
student in all levels in both spoken and written of their language. 
 Also falling standard of education has been attributed to such factors as 
unconducive teaching and learning environment lack of or inadequacy of instructional 
and learning facilities attitude of society, methodological problems, ineffective teaching, 
inefficient management, and strike action by teachers etc. Otagburuagu and Anyanwu 
(2002) all this factors affect the teaching and learning of language for as Cheong (1983) 
put it.  “Internal and external constraints placed on the learning of school subject are 
constant placed on learning of classroom language”. 
 
Quality and Quantity of Teaching 
 The teacher has been referred as to most important element and normal 
education systems FRN (2004) known ledges this when it states that “pro education 
system can rise above the quality of its teachers.  So teacher education aims among other 
at producing highly motivated conscientious and efficient teachers for all levels of 
education”. 
 Adaralegbe (1983) observed that three is poor qualification and lack of 
professional training by many teachers of language in a level of schools.  Today more 
than a decade after that observation, another type of problem is surfacing.   
 Adeyinka (1992) opined that some of the teachers in the society today “use 
teaching as a stepping stone, to better grow” this situation has serious effect on the 
teaching and learning, small the importance of experience to understood. 
 
Prospects 
 Language are useful if you are discussing very particular issues, where getting 
the fine detail of a design specification right or understanding the contents of scientific 
research paper is important, contact is always undedicated, and sometimes more 
accurate. 
 If you are working in any project leadership or training function being able to 
speak to your staff in their own language has clear benefit.  At a more down-to-earth 
level, it is simple good to be able to socialize and communicate  well with all your 
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colleagues and this can only be achieved through the world language thing usually run 
smoothly that way. 
 One who is knowledgeable about language education can talk career in the 
following areas, the media, the entertainment, information technology, language 
instructors, linguistic and so on. 
 Your language may also put you in best position to get work abroad, if this 
appeals to you. 
 
Conclusion 
 Language education plays key roles in understanding languages, especially 
Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba as indigenous language.  A major goal in the teaching of any 
language is to promote the understanding of the nature that subject and language must be 
taken into consideration.  The basic tools that any object subject uses in some activities 
or process such as observing, classifying and assessment in language, language 
education is very important in order to produce or encourage the development of 
language for national development.  The effective implementation of education policies 
in Nigeria can solve problem of language education and guarantee the quality of our 
education certificate. 
 
Recommendation 
 Solid foundation in language education should be laid by teaching it effectively 
in primary school level since it is the foundation upon which other levels of education is 
built, student should be made to develop interest in studying language in Nigeria:  Other 
use will continue to lag below other world culture in language development. 
 This issue of teacher training and development especially in the area of teaching 
and learning of language has been flogged but must be emphasized again.  No nation, 
they say can arise above the levels of its teachers.  Improved teacher education leads to 
improved educational performance the government should be able to meet the demands 
that language in educational system and do whatever it requires financially to ensure if 
goals actualization must be done without prejudice. 
 However, attention must be diverted to the area of facilities and instructional 
material to carry out the activities that involved in language learning in educational 
system. 
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